
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Johanna Schmitz        

Department: Theater & Dance       Phone Number: (618) 650-3133 

E-mail Address: johasch@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 1777 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  8 to 9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If “yes,” in which course?  THEA 290; THEA 490 

  If “yes,” for how many credit hours? 1.0 to 4.0 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Dunham Hall, DH 1037, IRIS Center in the basement of Peck Hall 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The Rose Theatre in London is the only Elizabethan playhouse we will ever be able to fully excavate. It was 

discovered by accident in 1989 and I have created and maintain an archive from that time for the Rose Theatre 

Trust. The paper archive is in London; I am creating the digital archive here. Both iterations of the collection will 

preserve this period of theater history for scholars interested in Tudor and Jacobean theater history, architecture, 

archaeology, urban planning and policy, Shakespeare Studies and performance theory.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
This URCA assistant will be integral in building the scholarly archive for public use. This work requires very good 

computer skills including familiarity with Word, Excel and Adobe Acrobat 9, and be able to learn how to use a 

flatbed scanner and Omeka cataloging software. Students will capture online activity about the Rose on various 

social media including Facebook and Twitter, transfer videos from YouTube to archived documents, and track on-

going performance activity at the Rose in the present. In brief, I have a big pile of interesting stuff I have gathered in 

London that needs to be organized here. A good sense of humor and scholarly curiosity is essential.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
This URCA position will help build the Rose Theatre archive, which is directly related to my book project on the 

story of the Rose since its discovery and preservation in 1989. The student will learn archiving strategies, 

professional skills in digital humanities, follow a line of scholarly inquiry and help to preserve the story of the Rose 

Theatre. Students will become proficient in creating metadata, setting Dublin Core Fields (descriptive labeling 

system), and possibly curating collections into exhibitions. This is an excellent opportunity for students in history, 

museum studies, library science, English research and/or theater scholarship.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students in this assistantship will be expected to spend approximately half the time each week working with me and 

about half of the time on their own. It would be convenient if the applicant was available on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

This is negotiable. Please contact me for more information 

mailto:johasch@siue.edu


If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades.[E.g., I require my 

students to have taken PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at least a B in both]  

N/A  

 

 
 


